KATHARINE NAIRN
was visited by at least five persons, including his brother-in-
law, Mr. Spalding, and the local precentor, who was summoned
by Katharine to pray with him. The symptoms exhibited by
the dying man were admittedly vomiting, purging, "a burn-
ing at his heart," pains in his legs, restlessness, and persistent
thirst* Anne gave him repeated draughts of water and of ale,
none of which he could retain; but on her trying him with
"a glass of wine and a piece of sugar in it," the sickness ceased
for about an hour. On cross-examination, she had to admit
that she got the wine from Mrs. Ogilvy. That the laird had
become convinced that his wife had poisoned him is clear.
When Anne Sampson, one of the maids, brought him a drink
of water in the same bowl in which Katharine had given hftn
the tea, he cried out, "Damn that bowl! for I have got my
death in it already." He said in the hearing of Elizabeth
Sturroqk, another servant, "that he was poisoned, and that
woman [his wife] had done it." Lady Eastmiln reproved him
for Baying so, to which he answered " that it was very true,
and his death lay at her [Katharine's] door." Anne, on the
other hand, says that the old lady blamed him for taking
anything from his wife, when he replied, "It is too late now,
Mother; but she forced it on me." He told Andrew Stewart
that "he had what would do his turn"; to his friend and
neighbour, Mr. Millam, he remarked, "I am gone, James, with
no less than rank poison!" At midnight the unhappy man
was dead. It was but four months since his wedding-day.
Dr. Meik arrived from Alyth two hours later; it does not
appear when he received the summons. He had an interview
with the widow, who was apparently "in great grief and
concern," She made the remarkable request "that whatever
he might think to be the cause of her husband's death, he
would conceal it from the world." Patrick Ogilvy, sent for
by Mr* Spalding from Glenkilry, where he had been that
gentleman's guest, was then in the house, and conducted the
doctor to the death-chamber. He struck Dr. Meik as being,
like Mrs, Ogilvy, "in great grief and concern." After a brief
examination the doctor departed, having, as it appears, come
to no conclusion regarding the cause of death.
That morning (Friday, yth June) the servants, probably at
the instigation of the thoughtful Anne, applied certam scientific